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(See Form OPCA-16a, enclosed, for an explanation of these exemptions') / 

Pursuant to your request, 2 6 _pages(s) were reviewed -And 2 6 / page(s) are 

being released. / / 

During the review of material pertinent to the subject of your request, documents were located 
which 

□ originated with another Government agency(ies). 

These documents were referred to that agency(ies) for review and direct response to you. 

□ contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the 
FBI as to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other 
agency (ies). 












ED If you desire, you may appeal any denials contained herein. Appeals should be directed in 
writing to the Co-Director, Office of Information and Privacy, U.S. Department of Justice, Flag 
Building, Suite 570, Washington, D C 20530-0001 within sixty days from receipt of this letter. 
The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Appeal" 
or "Information Appeal." Please cite the FOIPA number assigned to your request so that it 
may be easily identified. 

□ The enclosed material is from the main investigative file(s) in which the subject of your request 
was the subject of the investigation. There are additional references to the subject(s) of your 
request in files relating to other individuals, organizations, events or activities. These additional 
mentions or references have not been reviewed to determine if, in fact, they are identifiable 
with the subject(s) of your request. Our experience has shown that such references are 
frequently similar to information contained in the processed main file(s). We will process these 
references if you now make a specific request for them. However, because of a significant 
increase in FOIPA requests and an expanding backlog, we have given priority to the processing 
of mam investigative files and can only complete the processing of these additional references 
as time and resources permit. 

□ See additional information which follows. 


Sincerely yours, 

QrL- n. ^ 


Chief 

Freedom of Information- 
Privacy Acts Section 

Office of Public and Congressional Affairs 


Enclosures (2 ) 

A search of the central records system at FBI headquarters 
revealed cross-references to your subject. A cross-reference is 
defined as a mention of your subject in a file of another individual, 
organization, event, activity or the like. In processing cross- 
references, the pages considered for possible release include only 
those pages which mention your subject and any additional pages 
showing the context on which your subject is mentioned. When such a 
page also contains information about another subject matter, the 
information "outside the scope" of the request is marked with O/S in 
the margin and bracketed. Whenever possible, the O/S material is 
released, however, it is withheld if consultation with another agency 
would be required and if it is otherwise exempt from disclosure. For 
your information, the exemptions that apply to the material had it 
been within the scope of your request has also been noted on the 
document. 
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Re Bureau memo to Mobile dated 12/3/54 captioned 
as above and Mobile airtel to the Bureau and New Orleans 
11/30/514- entitled M V/hite Citizens Council, Information Con¬ 
cerning; (Civil Rights). " 

On IO/30/54 Captain J. WILSON BAKER, Selma, 
Alabama, Police Department reported that a White Citizens' 
Group was being formed in Dallas County, Selma, Alabama, to 
defend segregation and that this group was to be patterned 
after similar groups that had already been formed throughout 
the State of Mississippi. The goal of the group is to enlist 
the support of all white businessmen, bankers, lawyers, and 
other professional groups to exert economic pressure against 
any Negro advocating the end of segregation and against any 
white man who refuses to support this organization. One 
objective of the group is to enlist a representative number 
of police and law enforcement personnel including all officers 
with the rank of Lieutenant and up in the Police Department. 


A semi-secret or unpublicized meeting was held 
in the Court House on 11/4/54 at whj,ch time approximately 200 
persons were present. M. ALST0W"?C2lTH, a Selma attorney was /‘‘ '' 
"drafted" to act as Chairman of the Grouo, and an executive 
meeting was held in his office on 11/24/54*^'At that time , 
KEITH telephonically inquired of Captain-^B^KER the names of 
all representatives of the NAACP located in Selma, and it 
was indicated that the attention of the White Group would be 
directed against the Negro Organization leaders. 
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On 11/21/54 the activity of the Mississippi 
State Councils received widespread publicity with the 
result that the next meeting of the Dallas Comity Group was 
an open, publicized meeting held In the Junior High School. 
According to ARTHUR CAPELL, newspaper reporter, approximately 
1,200 white men were in attendance. BAKER advised that a 
total of approximately 1,300 members had been signed up at 
the two meetings, each member paying dues of $3«00. He added 
that leaders of the Group had assured members that the member¬ 
ship rolls would be kept secret, the purpose of this being 
to prevent Negroes from exerting economic pressure themselves 
against the white people* 

Active leaders of the Group in Selma, according 
to BAKER, include M. AIST^N KEITH, Chairman; CHRIB'HEINZ, 

Mayor of Se^fia; BERNARIV'ifEYNOLDS, Probate Judge, Dallas 
County; W/GIVHAN, State Senator*; In addition the Group 
has the^efctive support of ED^ULLEN, Chief of Police, and 

Dallas County. 

Pertinent excerpts from Press accounts on the 
activities of the various Councils are being noted below. 

THE BIRMINGHAM NEWS, 11/21/54: (Daily news¬ 
paper published at Birmingham, Alabama) 

"A new type of anti-Negro vigilante movement - 
using boycotts instead of bullwhips - has arisen in at least 

one state in the South. -Citizens' Councils have • 

been formed in 22 of Mississippi's 82 counties and are 
spreading. Their purpose is to apply economic pressures to 
'troublemakers' who would upset the 'Southern way of life'. 

-The ire of the councils is directed against 'outside 

agitators' in general and the National Assn, for the Advance¬ 
ment of Colored People in particular. - The first 

Citizens' Council was organized in Sunflower County's seat, 
the town of Indianola. According to the minutes (of the 
first meeting) '*It is the thought of our group that the 
solution to this problem may become easier if various agitators 
and the like could be removed from the communities in which 
they now operate. We propose to accomplish this through the 
careful application of economic pressures'The article 
continues with an interview with Attorney General J. P. 'COLEMAN 
who was asked whether the activities of the councils might 
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SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, F.BT* (105-33955) datb: 2/18/55 

SAC^^0b\le (105-121) 


CITIZENS COUNCILS OF ALABAMA 
INTERNAL SECURITY - X 
(MOBILE ORIGIN) 


Re report of SA dated 2/18/55 

at Mobile 


O 



--Q 



During the co urse of the investigation of thi s 

imttei^ contact was had with* _ 

^QHHBboth of whom are active in the Dallas County, Ala. 
Alabama Citizens Council and both of whom have expressed a 
desire to co-operate with the Bureau by making the information 
in their files available for review. 



It is co ntemplated, unless advised t o the 
contrary by the Bureau,11 be 
contacted from time to time as the circumstances and developments 
of this case might dictate. 



Enclosed herewith are 


report. (■' 

Ends. 6 ' 

REGISTERED 
JPB/mrh 
(3) 




six copies of referenced 
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B) ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE 

1) Constitution of Dallas County Citizens Council 

2) Officers of Dallas County Citizens Council 


C) OPPOSITION TO COUNCILS 

D) INCIDENTS REFLECTING POSSIBLE RACIAL TENSION 

E) ACTION TAKEN BY COUNCILS TO IMPLEMENT THEIR PROGRAMS 




\ The title of this report has previously been 
carried as WHITE CITIZENS COUNCIL and is now marked ‘‘’Changed” to 
reflect the proper name as CITIZENS COUNCILS OF ALABAMA. 


Mobile Confidential Informants ^H^H^Hfeboth 
of known reliability, have advised, under date of January 31, 
1955, that the formation of COUNCILS in Alabama resulted from 
the Supreme Court decision of May 17, 1954, wherein segregation 
in public schools was held unconstitutional. Further, that it 
is the intention of the COUNCILS to organize the white men of 
the South for the purpose of maintaining segregation through 
whatever legal means may be available. COUNCILS had been formed 
in Mississippi and were under consideration by various leaders 
in Alabama when a statement v/as issued by an official of the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People at 
Selma, Alabama, stating the goal of the Negro to be complete 
integration. The organization of the Dallas County Citizens 
Council at Selma, Alabama, immediately followed in October 1954, 
and similar county organizationswere then formed in Hale, Perry, 
Linden and Autauga Counties. added that newspapers have 

commonly referred to the organization as WHITE CITIZENS COUNCILS 
but the proper name is simply CITIZENS COUNCIL. 


A) ORIGIN AND PURPOSE OF ORGANIZATION 

The organization of WHITE CITIZENS COUNCILS was 
prompted, bv the United States Supreme Court Decision of May 17, 
1954, declaring that segregation in public schools was un¬ 
constitutional. The first such council began with a meeting of 
five or six men in a private home in Indianola, Sunflower County, 
Mississippi, and the plan for the council was reportedly drawn 
from the book ’’Black Monday" by Circuit Judge TOM P. BRADY of 
Brookhaven in which the theory of economic pressure is advanced. 
According to the minutes of the first meeting, ARTHUR J.pLARK, 
JR., an Attorney, is said to have explained: "It is the thought 
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CHARACTER OF CASE 

INTERNAL SECURITY - X 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

Citizens Councils, patterned after similar councils organized 
in Miss., were first formed in Ala. in 10/54 at Selma, Dallas 
Co. Other councils since reoorted organized in Hale, Perry, 
Marengo and Autauga Counties. Purpose of the organization is 
said to be to defend segregation of the races in the South 
through legal means and resulted from Supreme Court decision of 
5/17/54 declaring segregation in public schools unconstitutional. 
Spokesmen advocate economic pressure against negroes who seek 
integration of the races. Constitution and slat^ofofficers 
of Dallas County Citizens Council set forth. ^mm^advises 
Dallas Co. Council has one incident under investigaP^r^Lnvolving 
a group of negroes who "crashed” a white KA dance being held in 
Officers* Club at Craig AFB. First mass meeting held at Selma 
drew audience of approximately 1200 on 11/29/54* Second meeting 
on 1/31/55 attended by approximately 500. Future meetings 
/- scheduled__everv, two months. 
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Senator T. M. WILLIAMS, Lexington, Mississippi, 
was the last speaker at the Selma meeting of the Citizens Council 
on November 29, 1954* He stated that "the time has come and the 
opportunity is here for every citizen who loves his country to 
make a sacrifice. We need leadership in this fight for we are 
charged with defying the United States Supreme Court." (Source - 
THE SELMA TIMES JOURNAL, November 30, 1954) 

WILLIAMS also was quoted as stating "The Citizens 
Committee of Mississippi is not a Ku Klux Klan but our purpose 
is to give a direct ansvrer to the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People. We have a heritage in the South 
for which we should ever be vigilant. The NAACP’s motto is the „ 
Negro shall be *free by 1963' and shall we accept that?" 

(Source - THE MOBILE REGISTER, November 30, 1954) 

Sheriff T. WILMER SHIELDS advised Agent on 
November 29, 1954, that Council groups were being formed in 
Marengo, Hale and Perry Counties in Alabama, in addition to the 
Council formed in Dallas County and that an organizational 
meeting was first held in Linden, Marengo County on November 
29, 1954* A second meeting was planned for the night of December 
6, 1954, and was to be held in the Court House. 

Four hundred white men, of predominately Negro 
populated Marengo County attended a meeting of the Marengo County 
Citizens Council at Linden, Alabama, on December 6, 1954* 
Principal speakers included Alabama State Senator WALTER C. 
0-IVHAN, Safford, Alabama* McLEAN^PITTS, Attorney, Selma, Alabama, 
and Dr. LAWRENCE^sQRAWFORD, Chairman of the Perry County Citizens 
Council. GIVHAN charged that "the goal of the NAACP is to open 
the bedroom doors of our white women to the Negro men.." "This is 
a white man's country, it always has been and always will be", he 
added. "It is our duty to train our boys and girls to fight the 
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^he same battle as we are now fighting." GIVHAN was particularly 
bitter in his denunciation of WALTEft>jtfHITE, head of the NAACP and 
stated "WHITE is neither a Negro nor a white - but a mulatto and 
he favors integration and intermarriage only because it will 
raise his own social standing." GIVHAN also said WHITE was a 
tool of the Communist Party and warned it was their goal to 
have a Negro Vice President of the United States elected in the 
near future. "And after that happens, what would prevent them 
from assassinating the president, thus making the Negro become 
President", GIVHAN continued. "You say it can ? t happen here, 
but I say it can and will unless we stand up and fight. As far 
as integration in the schools is concerned, the whole U. S. 

Army is not big enouah to force that upon us." GIVHAN urged 
the county boards of registrars to do all they can to keen dovro 
Negro registration. "Under the present lav; which I helped to 
pass, the board can refuse? registration to anyone who does not 
meet the qualifications. More and more Negroes are registering 
to vote everyday. Even in Dallas County we have about 250 
Negro voters, much to my sorrow." GIVHAN added that Negroes 
can enter Alabama schools only through the ballot box and stated, 
"It is the purpose of the WCC to see that this does not happen." 
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Copies of this report are designated for New 
Orleans, Memphis and Birmingham because of the existence of 
similar type organizations in the territory covered by those 
offices. 


INFORMANTS 



LEADS 


THE MOBILE DIVISION: 

AT SELMA. ALABAMA 


Will continue to report on the organization and 
activities of Citizens Councils in Alabama. 

Bureau letter to Mobile dated 12/17/54 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


m _advised on 5/11/55 that no changes in organization 

"or aims of Council since last contacted 1/31/55* No open 
meetings held since that date. Next meeting is now planned 
for 6/22/55 at Memorial Stadium where principal speakers are to 
be HERMAN TALMADGE, TOM P. BRADY and R. B. PATTERSON, Selma 
Police Captain advises Councils appear to have been more or 
less dormant past few months. Additional organizational data 
re Marengo County Council lists speakers at meeting of 12/6/5^, 
No indication of a Council formed in Autauga County, 


DETAILS: AT SELMA, ALABAMA 


AGENCY 0 S. 1 
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fi DATE ! .. 
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Informant^®! who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, reported on May 11, 1955 that there had been no 
changes In the organizational structure or in the aims and 
purposes of the Citizens Council since he had last reported 
on January 31, 1955* He related that there had been no open 
meetings held In Selma since January 31» 1955 although the 
, \■ t 
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December 6, 195k - Meeting attended by approximately 
200 men* Mr, BOGGS pra al ^ed, Speeches were made 
by State Senator WALTf5RTT?rVHAN of Dallas County; 
x , Dr, CHARLES W^^jMjLINS of Hale County; Dr. LAWRENCE 
-^flRAWEQRD, Per^y County; Mr, MCLEALL^EJTTS, Selma 
Attorney; Mr, FURNIS&rgELIS of Orr^ille, Dallas 


Attorney; Mr, FURNISS^SBLIS of Orr-Ville, Dallas 
County; and JOHNvftlVHAN, brother of WALTER GIVHAN, 

AT AUTAUGA COUNTY, ALABAMA \\'J\ ' 

Inquiry of^h^fo^^w^ic MMMI informed sources 
by Special Agent failed to establish the 

existence of a Citizens Council in Autauga County, 
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Prattville, Alabama 

_ Prattville, Alabama 

ntgomery, A^bama^^ 
Confidential Informant 
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Sources concealed in this report have been so 
handled after due consideration and for good reason. 
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Will continue to report on the organization and 
activities of Citizens Councils in Alabama. 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

/ 

/ Mass meeting held by CITIZENS COUNCILS at Selma, Ala., 6/22/55 
attended by approximately 5000. Program set forth, principal 
speakers being HERMAN TALMADGE, TOM P. BRADY and ROBERT 
PATTERSON. Copies of Black Monday and other literature re¬ 
flecting aims and purposes of COUNCILS distributed at meeting. 
Some individuals, including CARL LYONS, restrained from dis¬ 
tributing literature not approved by COUNCILS. National or¬ 
ganization reported to be formed in New Orleans, La. known as 
FEDERATION FOR CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT led by JOHN U. BARR. 
Dallas County CITIZENS COUNCIL will affiliate with this group. 
COUNCIL formed in Autauga County with C. D. JACKSON as chair¬ 
man. No additional meetings planned in Selma at this time, 
but rally planned at Birmingham, Ala. by AMERICAN STATES RIGHTS 
ASSOCIATION, INC. to include same speakers as appeared in Sfilmp, 
Dallas County COUNCIL presently concerned with newspaper en¬ 
titled THE SELMA MIRROR being distributed by Negroes and con¬ 
taining what is described as a grossly untrue account of a 


Selma police case. 
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of the Executive Committee of the Dallas County CITIZENS COUNCIL, 
reported that’the open mass meeting of CITIZENS COUNCILS took 
place as planned at Selma on June 22, 1955. PITTS continued 
that approximately 5000 persons were present from Alabama, 
Mississippi and Georgia, and the program that was followed is 
outlined below: 


Invocation 

Speakers 


Reverend HARRY W.^F^HER, 
Retired Baptist Minister 

HERMAN^ALMADGE 

Former Governor of State of 

Georgia 

TOM P. BRADY 

Circuit Judge, Brookhaven, 
Mississippi, and Vice-President, 
Mississippi Bar Association 

ROBERT PATTERSON 
Executive Secretary of the 
Mississippi CITIZENS COUNCILS 

syd'smyer 

Retired Legislator and Attorney, 
Birmingham ./Alabama 



M. ALSTON KEITH 

Chairman, Dallas County, Alabama 
CITIZENS COUNCIL 

W. C. "givhan 

State Senator, Dallas County, Ala. 


* * # 
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pnot-.ftd that guests of honor who were seated 
on the speakers* stand included Alaba ma State Senators E. 0. 
'^fiDDINS, Marengo County; M. HT'JJQSEST’DeKalb County; GERALD" 
^BRADFORD, Clarke County; SA^JnGBLHARDT, Macon Countyr^lTAMES 
—^OLEMAN, Greene County; ROLANI^O OPER, Wilcox County; ALBERT - " ’ 
/BOUTWELL, Jefferson County; ALBERT/ jj AVTs, Pickens County; DAVE 
—<^PftRl3R0UGH t Autauga County; JOfKDAVIS, Lowndes County; H . P t ~~ 
/JAMES, Bibb County and STATE TATE, Coosa County, Alabama, An 
invitation was extended to Governor JAMES E. FOLSOM and 
Lieutenant Governor GUY HARDWICK of Alabama, but bothdeclined 
to attend. 


_ further advised that details of the mass meet¬ 
ing had been in £he hands of the following: 

JAKE^ BENDERSKY 


COMER SIMS 
McLEa/PITTS 
• W. C/GIVHAN 


CECIL SHUPTRINE 
HARMpfJ CARTER 
TOM STRONG 


Publicity 

Grounds 

Program 

Re cepti»'n 

Entertainment 

Membership 

Treasurer 


It is observed that all of the above are Selma, 
Alabama residents. 


The Selma Times Journal, daily newspaper published in 
Selma, in issue of June 23, 1955, attributed the following 
comments to the speakers at the mass meeting held in Selma on 
June 22nd: 


HERMAN TALMADGE 


"Former Governor HERMAN TALMADGE outlined a four-point 
program by which the South can meet the threat of 
desegregation —- The Georgian called for a united 
South and offered the following four points as a solu¬ 
tion . 

1. State legislative action which would 
abolish the public school system. 
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W. C. GIVHAN 

"GIVHAN pictured the South as facing its most 
serious threat in history in the segregation 
crisis. »0ur long established customs will be 
shattered if we submit to the decree of nine men 
who have violated every principle of states rights 
and individual freedom granted in the constitu¬ 
tion of the United States. We must stand and fight 
today, tomorrow and forever against those who, for 
personal gain, would destroy our Southern way of 
life*.” 
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the Cii.iea i'ournal states that "COP^La'ID nraisec 


J. 11.7.3 1 s work a s bead of the FBI credit inf hii.i 

with savinf this country fron losing its freedo u on .carry 
occssions. !l 


cr follows: 


Che Tidies Journal then further quotes COP^L.J 


"•’at in-recent years the FBI has heco-i e 
I nfiltrated by &i-ar:tr ■;? th s stor..;i trooper co:,i- 
nTey who coul dn't establlsh~? private practice 
r ~l 7 ‘ enjo y tot in;: oi and r u nning over peo ple 

r"ny" -sTio y . A nd these sre t v e kind, of indivi d ua ls 
^tu t they sent'to [ .'; , .>i&rs&£ to inve c tigsteeth e 
r ^rrm"il^T jStnTT* tell you what needs invest!.rat loo 
tT*TnTe”^.'nAC?. I nro.lire ye •. they couldn't stand 
to ’e ch-: eked a>- a Co.iiu.oirt i’-’ont or for other 
: o’ vcrrrivo netIviter. 1 
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One copy of the article fro . the tel -r. 'Jl i-rr. 
Jo urn 1 * 1 , 1/6/nb, referred to above, is enclosed herewith 
for the bureau. Another copy will V.-e obtained and lor¬ 
os reed to Little Dock. 
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>1HITE COUNCIL SPEAKERS—Two Arkansans who were the principal speakers for a Thursday night 
nmss meeting of the Dallas County Citizens’ Council explain to Henry King, center, a publication Oiat 
is being used In their state In the segregation fight. King is the recently-elected chairman of the Dallas 
County Citizens’ Council and presided over the session. Court Copeland, Hot Springs newspaper editor, 
left, and Jim Johnson, director of the Arkansas Councils, warned the 1,100 member audience what 
would happen in Alabama If the Supreme Court de-segragatlon rulings are taken lying down. (Anotller 
picture on page 10). *. , 


Big Audience Cheers 
Fiery Speeches At 
White Council 


By ARTHUR CAPELL 
Fjery addresses by two Arkansi- 
ans turned a Thursday night rally 
of ' the Dallas . County Citizens' 
Council into the-most'enthusiastic 
sesison staged to date by the year* 
old group and strongiy_ warned th6 
1100-mepnber audlence'^of thfe dan¬ 
gers ahead if the segregation ruling 
is taken "lying down.”/ ; • ■ 

Nine-counties weVe’.repr evented, 
at ,the meeting’' which almost filled 

the Junior High School auditorium 

—i i~ ‘i i .i Vi r n tt i~ n i■ 


Two 

Copeland, Hot Sprlrigs, “Ark.-, -news-’ 
paper editor,', and ’• Jim .^Johnson, 
Crossett, Ark., attorney, 'made f the 
principal talki. Sefl. Sain Engle- 


’WSQt. uuii —p r , ^ ^ ■ m ■ l. 

lead' .oO matfe^a 'Brief ’address. , 
f Rounds or.Applause . 

Copeland, whosetenUre talk was 
punctuated with' roaTing rounds of 
applause,..used his,s{ate as an ex¬ 
ample of what 'Alabama would be- 
} come .U it submitted tp integration' 
threats .‘.without a flgtjt. He con¬ 
demned the Arkansas * capital "for 
being, filled with ;,“the worst mess 
of trish that' ever- infested a gov- 
. ernmental building, in the .world." 

I The editor also branded the . press I 
of that state unmercifully and told! 
his audience that newspapers can' 
be the "biggest help or tha'most 
damnable curse” in the segregation 
battle. 

. ; “So for God’s sake support ypur 
local newspaper as long as it sup¬ 
ports you," he charged. "Don’t ever 
let it get out from under local con¬ 
trol." 

Copeland' said there is not a 
newspaper, radio station or televis¬ 
ion station, "very, few preachers 
and no public officials in Arkansas, 
who will say they are white men 
or want anyone else to admit they 
are white.” *• ' 

The press Ignores the Citizens’ 
Councils, he said, not even giving 
their meetings a mention either 
pro or con. 

Meetings Difficult 
The speaker also pointed out that 
, it is difficult to procure a public 
building in his state in which to 
hold a meeting. “But let the 
NAACP hold forth," he accused, 
"and the politicians will trample^ 
children underfoot in a rush to get, 
up on the speakers platform and 
;be identified with the move." ! - 
"In Arkansas it is just like it is 
in your state's top echelon of poli¬ 
tics," he said. “There is no way to 
go from the governor’s seat but up."j 
In. urging all-out support of thej 
Citizens’ Council move as the only, 
way ■ to fight de-segregation effec-j 
tively, Copeland assured his audi-; 
ence that "the politicians will Join, 
you when you have?.(he strength 
to attract them.” 3fc£',;V'v •! 

. With this remark’;be l'horned to' 
several public officials seated on' 
the speakers platforrp and added: 

"Gentlemen, I- Was-not .sneaking' 
of you in.my comments about poll-, 
tlcians, for I regard you as* states- 

men.. - 

. Courage Lacking , ' 

"In . Arkansas," he said ' in ex¬ 
planation, “we didn't have and still 
.don’t have aD office holder with 
the courage to stand, up on his own ; 
two feet and declare’publicly be Is 
a white man. * . * .... 

"I asked our .^'-governor point- 
blank/' he continued, “whether or. 
not he Is proud to'be'white. To me, 
that seemed like a simple, perfectly 
reasonable, easily-answered ques¬ 
tion. . ..v/C 

"But do you know what he said? 
—'no comment’—and any newspap- 
1 erman'knows that"this could only 
mean two things: 'that hts thinking 
, was In the negative or he had no 
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ON SPEAKEBS’ PLATFORM—These four state senators and other public officials on the speakers' plat¬ 
form at a Thursday night meeting of the Dallas County Citizens' Council were labeled as "statesm 
not politicians” by the principal speaker for the occasion. An Arkansas newspaper editor made tus 
high praise after stating that office holders In hts state are afraid to stand up and admit being white 
' men. Left to right they are Sen. Albert Davis, Pickens County, Sen. James Coleman', Green, Sen. Sam 
Englehardt, Macon, and Sen. W. C. Glvhan, Dallas. Former Wilcox County Sen. J; M. Bonner, a white 
supremacy leader In the senate for many years was also seated on the stage and recognized during 
the meeting. 
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• (Continued From Page Onei 

opinion on' the subject. So I 
agreed with him. , 

"And apparently," Copeland con- 
tinued, "he's about the same caliber 
as this mess of trash you have over I 
here in this state." 

Copeland assured/ however, that 
Alabama is ahead of Arkansas in 
the segregation fight because, on a 
local level, at least, and in some 
legislators "there is enough guts for 
them to' take a stand.” 

Supermacy Held Goal 
He stated that if de-segregation 
in schools was the only issue at 
stake he might not be too alarmed. 
"But Negro supremacy is the ulti¬ 
mate objective," he declared, "and 
the federal government. Arkansas 
1 government, and I might as well say 
the Alabama government is Helping 
them achieve this end." 

The speaker pointed out that in 
Arkansas, as in Alabama, practic¬ 
ally every education district has 
bankrupted itself to give Negroes 
not only equal but better facilities 
than the whites have. 

"But you see, they still aren't 
satisfied," he said. 

Supreme Court Hit 
He said that only the Fifth and 
Fourteenth Amendments to the con¬ 
stitution are the only two of con¬ 
cern any longer to the U, S. Su¬ 
preme Court and heatedly declared. 

" 1 have n othing but contempt for 
that court that handed • down the 
mixed classroom and otb&E^iauiar 
decisiops.”. 

Copeland gave assurance that the 
Citizens Council have great strength 
by stating that without the group in 
Arkansas every school in the north¬ 
ern part of the state and many in 
the southern regions would have 
opened integrated last fall, 
j “The will of the people is tne 
supreme law of the land and what 
we stand for shapes the destiny of 
this country," he declared. “And 
we must stand united for segreea- 
1 tion," 

Copeland praised J. Edgar Hoov¬ 
er's work as head of the FBI credi- 
Ing him with saving this country 
i from losing lie <»««de m on many 
occasions. 





FBI Trend Deplored 

“But in recent years th e FB I has 
b ua n nn infi ltrated by ageifTS Aillli« 
storm trooper complex who couldn't 
establish a private practice and en¬ 
joy toting a pistol and running 
over people rough-shod,' he ac¬ 
cused. “And these are the kind of 
indi” .'uals that they sent to Ark¬ 
ansas to investigate the Councils. 

“Eut I tell you what needs in¬ 
vestigating is thp NAACP,'' he de¬ 
clared. "1 promise you they couldn't 
stand to be clicked as a Communist 
front or for other subversive act¬ 
ivities " 

■Johnson, former state senator and 
now director of Citizens' Councils 
in Arkansas, accused the people of 
his state with "not wanting to know 
the truth about the NAACP.” 

“But they are learning," he 
promised. *'At first we could get no 
supportTlfrom anyone for the Giti- 
zens’ Council move and were e [en 
asked, on] many occasions not to h old 
a meeting in a "town. But now he 
people are receiving us and soorr*we 
will have the strength to whip the 
politicians in line.” , 


No Middle Ground 

The young attorney warned his 
listeners that there is no middle 
ground in the fight. “You are either 
for complete segregation or against 
it and you must take a stand," he 
declared. 

"But, if there could be a middle- 
ground, the Councils are taking it," 
'he contended. “On the far left lies 
violence, for integration cannot es¬ 
cape violence. On the far right there 
is also violence; violence which 
will come from the man who will 
take the law in his own hands as 
a last resort" 

“In between t however," he con¬ 
tinued, “lies the Citizens Councils 
which will solve the problem in a 
legal and peaceful manner. That is 
why I. say, if there is a middle- 
ground, we are taking it.” 

Johnson warned that Integrated 
schools can only mean an inte¬ 
grated faculty— “your child being 
taught "by a Negro school teacher.” 

“And what white parent could 
consent to mixed classrooms when 
he sees the future of his child un¬ 
folded?” he concluded. 

Sen. Englehardt, the first speaker, 
labeled Tuskegee Institute, located 
in his home rnnitlx n« "tfn seat of 
all agitation between the races in 
this section of the south.” - 


The Sril:s& J\ unicl 

Jz. ri-'cU’y 6, 1 5'-> 


Englehardt, an author of a bill to 
lunk Alabama's public s 0 hea]_jys- 
tem if ifiixed classrooms become 
mandatory told of a move by the 
justice department to have the 
Councils Investigated because they 
proposed to use economic boycotts ! 
to preserve segregation. If neces¬ 
sary. 

But right now in Montgomery, [ 
40.000 Negroes are boycotting the 
city bus lines and between 3C-4C 
drivers are out of jobs as a result,” 
he said. "Where is the justice in 
j that? Why isn't that investigated? 

' I'U tell you why—because the 
Negroes are doing the boycotting. 

In an obvious slap at the governor 
but without calling his name, Engle¬ 
hardt made this remark in conclud¬ 
ing: "That long, lanky man in the 
.northeast corner of the ground 
: Hour of the capital wasn't lying 
when he made a public statement 
that Negro children wouldn't be 
forced to attend school with white 
children; he was Just deceiving ’ 

M. Alston Keith, former chair man 
of the local Council concluded!! the 
meet! g with a warning that “you 
can't itraddle the fence." 

Her y King, recently-elected 
chairman of the Dallas County ! 
Council, presided over the meeting 
and introduced Sen. Englehardt and 
others on the speakers platform. 

Sen. Walter C. Givhan introduced 
the two Arkansas speakers. 

Seated on the speakers stand 
were Probate Judge Bernard Rey¬ 
nolds, Mayor Chris Heinz. John T 
Moore, Howard Long and Jim Rlsh- 
er, vice-chairmen of the Council, 
former state Senator J. M. Bonner 
Wilcox County; Sen. Albert Davis,' 
Pickens and Sen, James Coleman, 
Green, and Henry W. Fancner! 
Southside, who gave the invocation. 
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Director, FBI 
SAC, Mobile 


DATE: 2/21/56 


ECT: 


CHANGED: ASSOCIATION OF CITIZENS 1 
COUNCILS OF ALABAMA, 
aka/WTIZENS* 'COUNCILS OF ALABAMA 
IS - X 


The title of this case is 
the complete name of subject organization 
CITIZENS’ COUNCILS OF ALABAMA. 





changed 
?0 C I AT 10 r OF 


■fleet 


Reference is made to Bulet/to Mobile and Birmingham 
2 / 3/56 concerning the opening of separate/files on the various 
citizens’ councils in Alabama in the absence of a state-wide 
organization. 

For the information of the Bureau and Birmingham, 
news articles reflected that a state-wide organization was forme^ 
at Montgomery, Alabama on 2/17/56 to be known as ASSOCIATION 
OF CITIZENS' COUNCILS OF ALABAMA. 

News articles reflect that the state headquarters ; 
of the organization will be at Montgomery and that Dr. JOHN 
£ouAWHITLEY, a Tarrant City druggist, */as elected chairman of the 
\organization and State Senator SAM\ENGELHARDT, JR. of Macon 
County was named executive secretary. 
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An article appearing in The Mobile Register newspaper 
2 /I 8/56 reflected that the final organization was completed at a ‘ , * 
closed meeting by a committee of eleven men who had been named f ^ 
to carry out this plan at a state meeting held in Montgomery the 1 \ J 
past week. According to this news article, the state const it utiorr* , *‘ 
of the subject organization specifies that the organization is u 

dedicated to maintain peace, good order and domestic tranquility 
and to preservation of states’ rights. The article stated that 
j/j ROBERTA PATTERSON of Winona, Mississippi, Executive Secretary of 
\ the Mississippi 'White Citizens* Council, had helped in the 
v . b organizational session. .., . . • 

;, ‘- v \V\ (r \ uf L r- / o f ^0 ooce.R/r J2.il A ' 

J" w N A Others present"other than WHITLEY and ENGELHARD! 

A "s were identified in this article as ,, Col. v ALSTONv(ElTH of Selma, ,, / 1 
V Sen. WALTER C.VGIVHAN of Safford, LUTHERXNGALLSNjf Montgomery, //A' 

V TED&UGEN of Birmingham, EARiNBAILEY of TaSrant City, FRED V\ - 

^HENDERSON of Millers Ferry, CLMJDEkKELLY of Atmore, TELFAIffiftiASHBURW 

^ ^ A A V//?WT 


> ,f2'> Bureau (105-33955) (REG»JSRttTOtfIfl 
^ Iij2 - Birmingham (105-272) (REGISTERED MAIL) 

'J' 121 ’ RECORDED - 21 
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INDEXED ■ 21 
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Director, FBI 


f, if i v- L 


_•< 


i ( / £* 


tte/56 


of 


Bay Minette and I.AWRENC 


RAY.'FORD of Marion 

S. 



According to the news article, the organizers’ 
constitution provides that the organization will be financed by 
an annual assessment of $1. from each member in the recognized and 
qualified county councils. 


In view of this information, separate files will not 
be opened on the individual county councils and all information 
concerning citizens’ councils’in that portion of Alabama covered 
by Mobile will be reported in one file captioned as above. 

Inasmuch as the state headquarters of the organiza¬ 
tion is at Montgomery, the Mobile Office should be considered 
office of origin in instant investigation. 


The Bureau is referred to previous communications 
entitled "CENTRAL ALABAMA CITIZENS’ COUNCIL" in which the Bureau 
was advised that a separate report would be submitted under caution 
"CENTRAL ALABAMA CITIZENS’ COUNCIL." In view of the formation* of 
the state-wide organization, this separate report will not be 
submitted but this information will be included in one report which 
will be submitted in the near future. 
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subject ^ALABAMA CITIZENS OOUNCILS 
INTERNAL SECURITI - I 





X) 





Remylet January 13, 1956. 

According to an article in the "Birmingham News" for January 
17, 1956, an estimated 1500 persons, from various eastern section 
communities of Birmingham, met to organize a Citizens Council in 
Eastern Birmingham. State Senator WALTEfnj&iyHAH, a veteran of twenty- 
years in the Alabama Legislature, said that "We must use strictly legal 
action* Violence can only bring bad will* And we need the good will of 
the nation." Senator GIVHAN predicted that before the end of 1956 
there will be 200,000 members of the^ Cltizens Coun cils in AJabama* 
Referring to Alabama U. S, Senators JOHN SPARKMAN and LTST^N MILjLj he was 
quoted as saying "WeN^ig^jeard much from them" on the segregation- 
integration issues* Birmingham service station man, 

allegedly made a fiery t&lk^* Senator GIVHAN was further quoted as 
saying "The reason we*re here and the reason we've fought these battles 
is your little boy and your little girl* That's what we're fighting 
for. We're going to keep these little t&iite boys and these little 
white girls pure. We're going to do it legally. There is no other 
“ ay thfln lee6lly *" 

Birmingham will follow this matter through established 

sources. 
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